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“It’s going to be a long time getting this cleaned up,” said Ken 
Myers, president of the Delta Trap Club. He and other club members 
watched in amazement Wednesday, Sept. 11, as a “huge wall” of water 
and mud swept through the North Delta facility. 

The cloudburst was preceded by high winds and a funnel-Like cloud 
which blew out several windows in the Reighard home in the Westwinds 
Airport Subdivision, adjacent to the Hawkins airfield. The time was 
estimated at shortly after 5 p.m. 

Although the funnel cloud did not taper down to a point, like those 
seen on tornadoes in Kansas and Oklahoma, Jack Hawkins said it was 
definitely going around and around. 

“We were sitting north of Ken’s house, about 200 or 300 yards away,” 
Hawkins said. “We saw it come through some trees, then across the 
highway. When it got to the field, it slowed down. We saw it pick up 
more dust as it crossed our little runway. Then it hit the green field 
again and the house. We could see the shingles coming off.” 

The Reighards’ brown, two-story home sits out in the open of the 
airfield, unprotected by either trees or neighboring houses. 

Ken Reighard said the “amazing force” hit the south side of the house, 
blowing the glass out of a sliding glass door. It moved around the 
west side of the house, breaking out several more windows. Posts from 
a 1x1-inch wood railing were torn loose by the powerful wind. 

On the back side of the house, the screen was torn out of an open 
window. Several dolls sitting on top of a dresser in the master 
bedroom were sucked through the open window and tossed onto the yard 
outside. 

Reighard has found shingles, the blades from a decorative windmill, 
and other debris in a field east of the house. 

He put tarps over the broken windows, but left most of the shards of 
broken glass piled up inside and outside the house, until his 
insurance adjuster had a chance to view the damage. 

“It this wasn’t a tornado, I wouldn’t want to see a full-fledged one,” 
Reighard commented. 

At the Delta Trap Club, members were faced with the daunting task of 
cleaning up the mud and debris left behind by Wednesday’s flood. They 
were appreciative for help from inmate crews from the Delta 
Correctional Center. 

Trap shooters were getting ready for their regular Wednesday evening 
league when the storm hit. 

The deluge could not be contained in a nearby canal. Where the canal 
curves, the water jumped out of the ditch and headed straight across 
toward the trap club in a path 250 to 300 feet wide. 

“We were lucky enough that we were able to get some old cushions 
stacked in front of the door when we heard this thing coming, because 


we heard it before we saw it,” Myers said. 

“In places the water was three and a half to four feet deep,” he 
estimated. The flooding lasted about 20 minutes. 

“The inside of the building is in pretty good shape, but we had five 
or six trap houses which we’ve had to bale out with pumps and 
buckets,” Myers said. Those traphouses hold voice-activated traps 
which must be disassembled and cleaned up. 

“We’ve also had to remove several hundred cases of targets which are 
ruined,” he said. “But the main thing is the inch to 12 inches of mud, 
Silt and debris that’s everywhere.” 

Fences were torn out, patio furniture and gun racks were swept away, 
and the gravel is now covered by mud. Some of the clean-up will have 
to wait until it’s dry enough to bring in a tractor, Myers said. 

The rain fell so hard, gullies alongside Hwy. 5@ were filled to 
overflowing. Both the eastbound and westbound lanes of the highway 
were closed about an hour and a half. The Colorado State Patrol 
reports there was not only a large amount of water on the highway, 
debris was being washed down the gullies and onto the roadway. Three 
abandoned cars were seen floating west in the current. 

With the assistance of the Delta County Sheriff’s Office, traffic was 
diverted around the scene until the highway could be reopened at 6:57 
p.m, 

At Delta Middle School, the auditorium was closed to students for a 
Short period of time after ceiling tiles become waterlogged. Several 
tiles broke loose from the ceiling and dropped onto the seating area 
below. DMS principal Allen Abeyta reported four classrooms on the 
second floor had serious leaks. 


